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MDGA Bulletin Board 

Membership Renewal for 2012: $17.50 

($20.00 after January 31, 2012) 
To renew your membership for MDGA, send your in-
formation to the following address: 

Marge Kitchen  
9721 Mound Prairie Dr,  

Houston MN 55943  
507-894-4274  

goatgifts@gmail.com 
If youôd like to have your MDGA membership listed 

on the MDGA web page, check ñyesò for permission 

on the membership form. You can also link your 

homepage for a fee of $5.00, payable with your mem-

bership dues.  

 

CHECK OUT THE MDGA WEBSITE!!!  

http://minnesotagoats.org  

 

a5D!Υ ²ƘƻΩǎ IŜƭǇƛƴƎΚ 
Volunteers make the Minnesota Dairy Goat Association possible. 
Feel free to contact anyone on this list to answer questions or to 
help. Chair persons and officers change each year. If this is an old 
GGG, try Mark Jaeger, 24759 631 Ave, Gibbon MN 55335.  
 

MDGA Board: 
President: Laura Kieserτ18265 Apple Circle, Jordan MN 
55352, 952-261-8519, fourseasonsfarm@gmail.com  
Vice President: Karyl Dronenτ9721 Mound Prairie Dr,  
Houston MN, 507-894-4274 , bodyshops@acegroup.cc 
Secretary: Tracy Huntτ15382 165th Ave NE, Foley, MN 
56329, 320-355-2628, mthmom@jetup.net 
Treasurer: Marge Kitchenτ9721 Mound Prairie Dr,  
Houston, MN 55943, 507-894-4274 ,  
goatgifts@acegroup.cc 
 
Board members 
Barb Adamsτ3351 Red Oak Ln, Barnum, MN 55707  
218-389-6938   barbaa55@hotmail.com 
 

Mark Jaegerτ24759 631 Ave, Gibbon MN 55335, 507-834-
6920, mark542@centurytel.net 
 

Casey Prochniakτ1117 Davis Ave Gibbon, MN 55335  
507-217-7229   caseyahlbrecht@hotmail.com   
 

Rodney Coe-1488 Coe-Z Lane SW Chatfield, MN  55923, 507
-273-1614   coezacresnubians@yahoo.com  
 

Peter Smithτ20923 268th St Fort Ripley, MN 56449  
320-745-2511 
 

Mary Thompsonτ9593 Mound Prairie Dr, Houston, MN 
507-894-4745, mlthompson@acegroup.cc 

Noteséé 
  Most would think that since that since show sea-
son is over and we are ONLY having to worry 
about breeding that us goat breeders have a lot of 
extra time on our hands. Think again, you know 
as well as I do that we are just as busy now, plan-
ning matings, AIing, watching for heats, etc, as 
we are during kidding season.   
   I would appreciate any interesting articles, reci-
pes, etc. Or if you are wanting to see something 
specific in the newsletter please contact me and 
let me know. 
   I want to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving 
that may be filled with lots of thankfulness, fami-
ly and of course food! 
 
Casey Prochniak, 
GGG Editor 
gggeditor@gmail.com  
  

MDGAYAHOO COMMUNITY SITE  

talk about issues, ask questions, and use like the barter 

board. 

How to get to the MDGA Yahoo list: 

1. Go to www.yahoo.com 

2. Under menu, go to groups 

3. Search for MDGA or goats 

4. Join by signing up! 

MDGA DVD:  

"Dairy Goat Grooming & Showmanship"  
Produced by the Minnesota Dairy Goat Association 

This video illustrates correct showmanship skills, in-

cluding a variety of handling maneuvers with in-depth 

discussion and explanations. It also demonstrates rec-

ommended fitting and grooming techniques including 

clipping and hoof trimming. 

DVD: $20.00 each, including shipping/handling.  Or-

der online @ www.minnesotagoats.org. Check us out of Facebook!! 

mailto:bodyshops@acegroup.cc
mailto:caseyahlbrecht@hotmail.com
mailto:coezacresnubians@yahoo.com
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November 12-  опǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ Dƻŀǘ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ όǎŜŜ ǇŀƎŜ у-11) 
 
November 24ς Happy Thanksgiving!! 
 
November 29-30 - Midwest Dairy Expo, River's Edge Convention Center, St. Cloud, MN. Contact: Minne-
sota Milk, 763-355-9697 or 877-577-0741 (toll-free).  
 
Dec 1 ð MDGA Board of Directors Ballots must be post -marked.  
 

Dec 1-4- Minnesota State Cattlemen's Association Annual Convention, Jackpot Junction, Morton, MN  

GGG  November 2011  

  Calendar of Events  

Ballot for 2011 MDGA Board of Directors  
 
MDGA has 3 director positions available for election in 2011.  Please read the biography 
information provided (see page 4) for more details about each candidate.  Please vote for 
up to 3 of the following candidates to fill these open positions.   

 
__________  Gretchen Beverly   Write in candidates: 
__________  Karyl Dronen     _________________ 
__________  Laura Kieser    _________________ 
__________  Mary Thompson   _________________ 
 
 
Ballots can be cast in person at the MDGA Goat Breederôs Conference in St. Paul on 
Nov 12 (bring this ballot with you) or mailed to the nominating committee chair.  All votes 
need to be received by December 1, 2011.   If not turning in your vote at the confer-
ence, please mail ballots to: Mark Jaeger, 24759 631st Ave., Gibbon, MN 55335. 

http://www.mnsca.org/
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Biographies of Board Members Up for Election  

We have 3 positions on the MDGA Board that are up for election.  The following candidates have agreed 

to run for a three year term.  If you are interested in being on the MDGA Board of Directors, please  

contact  one of the Board members.  The ballot is on page 3 of your newsletter, please send it to Mark 

Jaeger (nominating committee chair) or return them to the ballot box at the MDGA Conference,  

November 12th. 

 

Karyl Dronen  

I was glad to be back on the MDGA board, serving MDGA members.  The MDGA sponsored A.I. and 

Cheesemaking clinics has helped serve members needs while promoting the value of MDGA mem-

bership.  Serving on a board that is dynamic and forward thinking is exciting.  This yearõs Goat Breed-

ers conference, Nov. 12, will be another great event with great speakers and topics and three won-

derful animals to be auctioned.  I would be honored to serve MDGA members for another term.  If you 

have suggestions for future MDGA events, clinics, speakers or topics please contact me at 

bodyshops@acegroup.cc or 507 -894-4274. 

 

Laura Kieser  

My first term on the MDGA Board of Directors has been a learning experience.  Over the past three 

years I believe our board has taken great strides to improve communication and networking with our 

members, provide more educational opportunities and showcase MN as a wonderful place to raise 

dairy goats.  During the current year I am serving as your president and I have enjoyed meeting new 

people, promoting dairy goats and developing new opportunities for our members.  I would like to 

seek a second term on the MDGA board to continue these efforts as well as to follow through on the 

process of potentially hosting the 2013 ADGA National Show in MN.  Please feel free to contact me at 

any time with questions, ideas or just òtalk goats.ó  Thank you.  952-261-8519  four-

seasonsfarm@gmail.com  

 

Mary Thompson  

I have been a part of our family goat raising endeavors for over forty years.  We have Kara Kahl Al-

pines and Legendairy Toggenburgs.  We have been involved with MDGA since itõs formation in the 

mid 70õs.  We have also worked on various national committees for ADGA over the years (I was on the 

national sales committees).  I served on the board back in the late 80õs ð early 90õs and again for the 

last three year term.  I am running again as I would like to have involvement with the upcoming pro-

posed national show in Minnesota.  Our family has exhibited at many national shows, beginning in the 

70õs and continuing through current times, including this year.   I believe our current board is a strong 

functioning board and that we have accomplished a lot these last three years.  I believe we can contin-

ue to serve our MDGA membership bringing great value to them as we improve our website as a 

communication tool.  I currently live with Doug in SE Minnesota ð Houston County across the river 

from LaCrosse, WI.  We currently are the superintendent/secretary for Olmsted County Fair and also 

put on the two day Bluff Country Classic four ring show in Caledonia with our friends and neighbors 

the Kitchens and Karyl Dronen.  

 

Gretchen Beverly  

Hello, my name is Gretchen Beverly. My sister and I have been raising Saanen and Lamancha dairy 

goats under the Patch of Heaven herd name for eight years. Along with my family, I have been an 

MDGA member for eight years as well. Growing up in the MDGA, while being younger than some 

goat breeders in Minnesota, I feel I have reached a point where I can offer positive attributes as an 

MDGA board member. I believe that I can bring a fresh and innovative outlook to the MDGA. Being 

on the MDGA board I would especially like to work with keeping the younger MDGA members in-

volved and active because like with all things, the younger generation is our future and we need to 

keep the goat industry alive and thriving for as long as possible  
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Greetings MDGA Members, 

As we roll into November, breeding season is in full swing, the leaves have mostly fallen and a chill is in 

the air.  It wonôt be long before we get our first snowfall of the season.  Letôs hope that we donôt get snow on No-

vember 12th!  Why you ask?  Well, I am hoping that you are all going to be attending the MDGA Goat Breeders 

conference that day!  The program will take place in Ruttan Hall on the St. Paul campus of the U of MN.  Full 

conference details were included in the October edition of the GGG.  Our conference committee has been work-

ing very hard to put together a top notch program this year.  In this GGG you will find detailed information about 

the 3 animals that have been graciously offered for the MDGA auction that is part of the conference.  Thank you 

to the Thompson family (Kara Kahl), Allen Weinand (Wren Hill Farm), and the Haas family (Kapra Vista), for 

providing such wonderful animals.  A final reminder about the conference ï the photo contest was brought back 

this year due to popular demand!  Be sure to submit or bring those photos with you to the conference so that we 

can showcase your best work (and some really cute goats!) on the cover of future GGGôs.  You can also find full 

conference details on our MDGA website: www.minnesotagoats.org. 

One very important part of being a member of MDGA is that you get to choose who represents MDGA 

on the board of directors.  You will find a ballot in this GGG.  Please vote for up to 3 candidates who you would 

like to see serve a 3-year term on the board.  Ballots can be mailed to Mark Jaeger (nominating committee chair) 

or brought to the MDGA conference on Nov 12th and dropped in the ballot box.  Thank you for taking a moment 

to be an active, voting member of MDGA.  We need everyoneôs participation! 

Perhaps the biggest piece of news for my column this month is MDGAôs bid to host the 2013 ADGA Na-

tional Show.  As I write, I am wondering if I should drag the whole thing out and tell a big, long story before get-

ting to the resulté I wonôt keep you in suspense that long!  Thanks to the hard work of our local national show 

committee and committee chairs (Morgan & Keith Allen), it was voted on and unanimously passed at ADGA 

Convention in Grand Rapids ï MN will indeed host the 2013 ADGA National Show!  Thank you to everyone 

who has worked on this effort locally, regionally and nationally.  Our bid was granted based on the thoroughness 

of our presentation, the support & involvement of our members, the encouragement & vote of confidence from 

our district directors, as well as the support of directors in other areas of the country. 

Now the work begins!  The 2013 National Show will take place at the Mower County Fairgrounds in 

Austin, MN.  The proposed dates are July 6-13, 2013.  Our show committee would love to have more excited 

members ï so be sure to send a note to Morgan or myself if you would like to be part of that committee.  I would 

imagine over the next few months we will be developing a list of committees and asking for volunteers to help in 

various ways.  Now is the time to step up and speak up! 

Often I get calls or emails with folks looking for goat resources or resource people.  This might be a great 

time to review all the different ways we have set up across our state to communicate with each other.  If you are 

looking for ways to connect with other members or other goat folks be sure to look into these existing options: 

MDGA website: www.minnesotagoats.org 

MDGA list serve on yahoo groups: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MDGA 

MDGA Facebook group page: http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/73052568625/ 

Minnesota 2013 group page: facebook.com/Minnesota2013 

 

 I am looking forward to seeing all of you on November 12th!  Come and say óhiô to me and youôll get your 

very own ñSupport MN for 2013ò button.  These were made to show support for our bid at ADGA Convention in 

Grand Rapids, MI and there are a few left.  Available while supplies last! 

 

 Sincerely, 

Laura Kieser 

MDGA President  
 

GGG  November 2011  

http://www.minnesotagoats.org
http://www.minnesotagoats.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MDGA
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/73052568625/
http://www.facebook.com/Minnesota2013


6  

 

GGG  November 2011  

 To protect this investment, it is important to understand the tank that the semen straws are stored in. A lot of people look at 

the semen tank and see one tank. In reality, you are looking at a pair of tanks, one inside of the other. The inner shell is suspended 

from the neck of the outer shell and the two tanks are sealed together at the neck. This creates a vacuum between the two shells, 

which provides an insulator factor to the tank. Rough handling, heavy impacts, carrying the tank by the neck or swinging the tank 

can all cause fractures in the seal between the two tanks. This can release the vacuum and significantly reduce the tank's insulating 

ability. When this happens, the tank's liquid nitrogen will evaporate quickly and the tank will quickly lose its cooling ability, limiting 

or even eliminating storage capabilities. An indication that this condition may exist is the accumulation of frost at the top of your 

semen tank.  

 It is very important to select a good place to locate your tank. It should be in a well-lit place where you will be able to make 

routine, visual inspections. Yet, the tank should not be kept in direct sunlight. The sun's power can cause thermal fluctuations on the 

tank and lead to failure. Another storage factor is that the tank needs to be in a dry, well-ventilated location. The metal that your tank 

is made of can react with moisture and have a corrosive effect on your tank, leading to a loss of vacuum and a tank failure. There-

fore, it is highly recommended that the semen tank be stored in an elevated location on wood. Never leave a semen tank sitting on 

cement.  

 Semen storage is all about temperature regulation. Thermal injury is permanent and can happen in a matter of seconds. 

When transferring straws to or from a semen tank one needs to be careful to ensure that it is done quickly and that stored semen re-

mains frozen. Therefore, it is critical that the semen tank be maintained with the appropriate amount of liquid nitrogen. Many people 

assume that the temperature inside of the tank is a constant, but this is not the case. In 1974, Richard Saacke's research showed the 

AI industry that there is great temperature variability within a semen tank. At the liquid nitrogen level, the temperature is about mi-

nus 320 degrees F. However, at the tank's opening, the temperature may be as high as 54 degrees F. So, over the course of a few 

inches, we see nearly a 375 degree rise in temperature. When the temperature of the stored sperm rises above minus 112 degrees F, 

ice crystals in the straw become unstable and can cause thermal damage to the sperm. In Saacke's research, it was shown that this 

critical temperature, in a properly filled semen tank, occurred at a point near 3 inches from the top of the tank's neck. However, as 

liquid nitrogen evaporates from the tank, there is an increased potential for this critical temperature to be reached lower in the tank. 

Therefore, it is important that we always maintain the appropriate level of liquid nitrogen in our semen tanks.  

 While the obvious technique for maintaining the liquid nitrogen level is to monitor the level and refill with liquid nitrogen 

when needed, there are a couple of other management items that will help. Make sure that the lid of your tank is properly sealed and 

that you do not have it open for any longer than is absolutely necessary. This will cut down on evaporation time. Also, when pur-

chasing a semen tank, consider buying a tank with a narrow neck. The wider necks may make it easier to select straws from the hold-

ing canes; however, it also gives a larger escape hatch for evaporating nitrogen. A smaller neck will help to restrict some of that es-

cape and also limits the diameter of the "warm zone" in the neck of the tank.  

 Another important tool in tank management is to maintain a semen tank log. Many producers will do this on a clipboard that 

hangs on the wall above where they keep their tank. Others will tie a notebook directly to one of the handles on the tank. The log 

should keep a record of several items. First, report the dates when you visually inspect your tank, as well as what you observed. 

Writing these dates down should help remind you to routinely check the tank. Secondly, keep a record of when you have to replace 

liquid nitrogen in your tank. This will help to keep you aware of how well your semen tank is maintaining its cooling capabilities. 

Finally, keep a running inventory of what semen straws you have stored in the tank and their location in the tank. This will help you 

to more readily locate the desired straw, limiting the time that the lid is open and the time that various straws are held in the "warm 

zone" of the tank's neck, while you are hunting for the "chosen one."  

 There is one more tank maintenance recommendation that I would like to make today. Try to match your stored semen in-

ventory to your needs. In other words, if you plan to AI 35 cows this year, there is not a lot of need to have 500 straws in the tank 

that you are working out of. While the savings of two or three dollars per straw on a bulk purchase (which you justify with the 

thought that you can use them over the next 10 years) may seem tantalizing, there are a couple of possibilities that should be realized 

first. You need to consider the genetic potential of the current purchase, compared to what might be available a few years down the 

road. Will today's bargain buy be the type of sire that you are going to want at that later point? In example, another way of asking 

this is: "If you had bought a bunch of Simmental semen at a bulk discount 15 years ago and used it in cows this past year, how many 

straight black calves do you think you will have hit the ground this spring?" Then there is the other side of having too much invento-

ry. A Washington state study looked at the evaporation rates of liquid nitrogen from semen tanks. Their research showed a 5 percent 

failure rate. A tank failure can be a disheartening and expensive loss, even if you bought your inventory with a discount coupon.  

Nitrogen Tank Maintenance 
As we are in the midst of breeding season, we want to protect our investments that we have in our tank.  

The following is part of an article ñProtect your investment with semen tank managementò, written by 

Michael Fisher who is a Golden Plains Area Livestock Extension Agent.   
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Minnesota Board of Animal Health 
625 wƻōŜǊǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ bƻǊǘƘ ω {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΣ ab ррмрр 

TB Hotline: 1-877 MN TB FREE (668-2373) 

State of Minnesota  

Bovine TB Newsletter   October 2011  

CŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ¢. wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ 
 

Many people, groups, and agencies have been 

involved in Minnesotaôs TB response. Here are 

some numbers that show the level of dedication to 

rid the state of bovine TB. 

 

From July 2005 to October 2011: 

 

Å 758,929 TB tests were performed on cattle 

and bison statewide to confi rm the disease was 

contained in a small area of the state and then 

eliminated 

 Å 107,573 of these tests were on animals in 

 the former MAA Zone 

 Å 478 private practitioners administered at 

 least one TB test 

 

State troopers and the Roseau County Sheriff 

stopped 115 vehicles in the former MAA Zone 

to ensure movement requirements were met 

 

Å 73,885 linear feet of deer exclusion fencing was 

constructed in the Management Zone 

 

Å 408 risk assessments were conducted on farms 

to determine what steps could be taken to 

reduce risk of potentially spreading TB 

 Å 115 of these risk assessments were on 

 farms in the Management Zone 

 Å 293 were on farms in the former MAA 

 Zone 

Å 3,676 animal movement permits were issued 

so the Board could easily trace animals during 

disease investigations 

 Å 55,060 animals moved on these permits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Å Over $936,000 was collected as part of the 

$1 assessment - funds were used for tagging 

animals, testing, fencing, buyout payments and 

other eradication activities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Å 13,841 wild deer were tested for TB 

 Å 9,783 of those deer were tested in 

 northwest Minnesota 

 Å 4,058 were tested outside of the northwest 

 as part of the statewide surveillance in 2006. 
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MDGA MEMBERSHIP  

MDGA Dues can be paid along with your conference registra-

tion.  Yearly dues: $17.50/family or individual, $20.00 if after 

January 31st. 

New Member ______ 

Renewal _______    

Do you belong to 4H or FFA?  Please circle. 

Do you own dairy goats? ______  

If so, which breeds 

_________________________________________ 

Are you on DHIA test?  Y / N   Sample Test? Y / N 

What format would you like to receive the GGG newsletter? 

(circle one)     online     paper  

I grant permission to list my Membership on MDGAôs 

Webpage.   Y  /  N 

Enclosed is $5.00 to link to my homepage from the MDGA 

Website Member page .   Y / N 

My website URL:__________________________ 

****Pre -register to avoid waiting in line at the Conference on November 12th**** 

Make checks payable to MDGA or register on line at www.minnesotagoats.org 

 

Send your pre-registration and payments by November 5th.   Please send conference registration & payment to: 

Marge Kitchen, 9721 Mound Prairie Drive, Houston, MN 55943 or email goatgifts@gmail.com.  

REGISTRATION FORMS  

CONFERENCE FEE 

Adults (ages 19+) 
~includes meeting notes & refreshments~ 

MDGA Members     Price per Person X # people = TOTAL  

First Adult           $20 X  _____ = _____ 

Addôl Adults                      $15 X  _____ = _____ 

Non-MDGA Member          $25 X  _____ = _____ 
 

Youth (under 19 years old) 
~includes craft supplies & refreshments~ 

MDGA Members -                FREE# of kids ______ 

Non-MDGA Members $5 X _____ = ______ 
 

LUNCH FEE  

The price for the conference does not include lunch.  

If you would like lunch provided, please indicate 

how many lunches you would like and add that 

amount to your total. 

 _____ # lunches needed X    $5 = _____ 

_____ # photos entered    X   $2 = _____ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED: _______________________ 

(Membership, conference fees, lunch & photo contest) 

PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY FORM  

$2 PER ENTRY PER ITEM 

Age_______________________ 

Name_____________________ 

 Address___________________ 

 State_____________Zip______ 

 Category__________________ 

 Duplicate this form for more entries 

PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY FORM  

$2 PER ENTRY PER ITEM 

 Age_______________________ 

 Name_____________________ 

 Address___________________ 

 State_____________Zip______ 

Category__________________ 

Duplicate this form for more entries 

PHOTO CONTEST 
The following rules will apply:      

   Age Groups:  Categories: 

    1. Up to age 19               A. Kids & Kids 

    2. Age 19 and up               B. Scenic Goats 

            C. Just Goats 

            D. Fair Time 

            E. Bucks 

            F. Holidays 

Photos limited to one per person per category. 

Use entry forms provided below for photo details. 

Photo contest can be pre-paid with conference fees.  Bring photos to the 

conference, please do not mail photos. 

All photos should be 8x10 matted, no frame. 

Black and white or color will be accepted. 

Entry fee: $2 per photo 

A prize will be awarded in each age group. 

Please bring a snap shot size photo of each entry or a digital version for 

future use in the GGG.     

Winners determined by 

Peopleôs Choice! 

Name ________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________________________________ 

 

State/ZIP______________________________________________________ 

 

Email________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone________________________________________________________ 

 

Second Name__________________________________________________ 

 

Third Name___________________________________________________ 

 

Fourth Name___________________________________________________ 

mailto:goatgifts@gmail.com
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To find out more information on these animals visit www.minnesotagoats.org. 

MDGA Fall Conference Auction Animals 

Nigerian Dwarf Doe - Wren Hill Indigo   

 (October picture) - D.O.B. March 7, 2011  

Wren Farm Indigo  is a beautiful salt and pepper doe (mostly black 

with a white sprinkles over parts of her body) she also has frosted 

ears.  She has very nice legs, strong back and wonderful dairy charac-

ter. She is a 4thgeneration doe at our farm ï we currently own and are 

milking her dam (Wren Farm Chai), maternal and paternal grand dams 

(Wren Farm Esther & Avian Acres Vesta) and great grand dam 

(Heidiôs Mini Acres Stella).   All of these does are wonderful milkers 

ï best in our herd ï and two of them earned their official MDGA milk 

star (1*) in 2011.  In addition they all have proven themselves in the 

show ring over the past 2 years that we have been showing.  With all 

of them earning at least 1 or more Championships and Best of Breed. 

 

Indigo was Reserve Grand Champion Junior Doe - ring 2 at the 

Marshfield show this past June and was 1st Place in her class in one of 

the rings at the Bluff Country Show this fall.  

Alpine- Kara Kahl Americus Awe Baby  

 (September picture) - D.O.B.   5/30/11 
 

Awe Baby is a very sound doeling all the way around being strong 

in bone, level over the rump, and correct in feet and  legs. She is 

double line bred on Pleasant Grove Act Menacing, whose moth-

er, Pleasant Grove Minor, is a very strong show doe for Craig 

Koopmann. Her sire, Kara Kahl Americus , is an Act Menac-

ing son out of a MissDees Nilan daughter. She is from a very 

consistently strong dam line. Her dam, Kara Kahl Amen  

A & W , is a very fancy & promising yearling that did well in 

shows this year, being 3rd in a class of 16 yearling milkers at the 

2011 Iowa State Fair and 2nd yearling milker to her herd mate at 

the 2011 Minnesota State Fair. Awe Baby's granddam, Kara-Kahl 

Sorghum Awakening, is the daughter of our best ever Alpine 

doe, Kara-Kahl Sauvignon Aware   

Saanen- Kapra Vista Trace Tasha  

DOB:  4/09/2011 
Sire:  Trace 

Appraised as a 5mo old boy  V EcEc  overall V+ 

 

Dam Tsarae:  

LA  88 +EEE at 4 yr   

DHI:  1-11  300  3314  3.5%F  3.1%P 

          2-11  305  3797  4.0%F  3.1%P 

          OP TEN for fat and protein. 

 

Paternal half sister to Tsarae:   

Kapra Vista Sage Whirlpool *M 

 DHI:  1-11  305  3099  3.6%F  2.97%P 

           3-00  277  2813  3.2%F  2.88%P 

           Whirlpool had test over 19# in 2011 

                                      LA:  90 VEEE  
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                  Goatly (and fairly economical) Holiday Ideas      

What ideas do you have for clever, economical, and goatly gifts??  Send to us so we can share them!! 

Gifts:  give silk-screened T-shirts with your farm logo; ñGive a Goatò thru Heifer.org in the name of a favorite 

friend or family (costs $120 tax deductible  spread over an entire family would make it more affordable); collect 

those cute goat pictures of yours and print them on notecards or frame a beautiful photo and give that;  make 

some (or buy some!) goatsô milk soap to soothe those winter-chapped hands; offer to milk for someone for an 

evening so they can go out on a date; give a basket of apples and a jar of cajeta; help your friend tattoo or give 

shots (and maybe theyôll help back!); give a membership to MDGA; buy a silent auction item at the confer-

ence; make something yummy to give.   

Below are recipes for two gifts of food that are always welcome. 

 

Chevre with Olive Tapenade  

2 cloves garlic (more or less to taste) 

¼ cup fresh parsley (optional ï but nice if you have it) 

1/3 cup pine nuts 

½  to 1 cup green salad olives (with pimientos) 

½  to 1 cup pitted black olives 

1-2 Tbls. capers 

2 Tbls. Red wine vinegar 

1/3 cup EV Olive Oil 

Black or mix pepper, freshly ground 

1 baguette (or focaccia or bland crackers of your choice) 

Fresh, tangy Chevre, frozen in 4 oz. balls ï as local as you can get it or if you have your own, even better! 

 

 Put peeled garlic in a small food processor.  Pulse until finely chopped.  Add parsley and pine nuts and pulse a cou-

ple times.  Add the rest of the ingredients thru pepper and pulse until desired texture ï nicely combined but not 

pureed. 

Divide into small (approx. 1/3 cup) covered containers.  Can be frozen. 

For gift: give a small container of tapenade, a 4 oz. frozen ball of chevre and baguette or crackers in a basket or gift 

bag.  Include a couple cute appetizer knives and some pretty little bowls for the chevre and tapenade, if youôre 

feeling flush. 

To use: Spread a generous tablespoon or two of chevre on a thin slice of baguette, focaccia or cracker.  Top with a 

dollop of olive tapenade.  Enjoy.   

I always have some of this olive tapenade in the freezer, right next to the balls of chevre ï so when someone drops 

in unexpectedly I can pull out a nice loaf of bread along with the chevre and tapenade and we have a great appe-

tizer or snack. 

 

Chevre Truffles ï  

Good for holiday gifts if you can keep your family away from them long enough! 

4 oz. fresh chevre, fairly dry. 

4 oz. good quality chocolate, melted and cooled but still soft. (bittersweet or semi-sweet ï Iôve even used dark, 

semi-sweet chocolate chips) 

1 Tblsp. Powdered sugar 

Flavoring of your choice (see options)* 

é.continued on page 13 
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MDGA T -Shirt Sale  

All MDGA T -shirts are on 

sale for $8  

While supply lasts!  

Contact Marge Kitchen to 

buy yours  

goatgifts@acegroup.cc  

Saanens & Lamanchas 
POH Heavenly Gertrude 

Kapra Vista Not A Word 

Reserve Your 
2012 Kids today!  

The Beverly Family  
www.patchofheaven-poh.com     

gbeverly@usfamily.net                                                      651-982-4652 

Look for us on  

 Facebook  

 Coating ï could be cocoa powder, sprinkles of any kind, coconut, finely chopped nuts, etc. 

Place the first four ingredients in a food processor.  Process until very smooth and creamy, scraping down 

the bowl a couple times.  Scoop into a small bowl and place in fridge until quite firm.  Put your coating 

in a small bowl.  Using a very small ice cream scoop or teaspoon, pull off portions of truffle dough and 

roll it into tight ball with your hands and drop into your bowl of coating.  Roll around to coat and place 

on tray.  Refrigerate.   

This should make 12 to 16 truffles, assuming you donôt taste too much in the process.  This can be dou-

bled, tripled, etc.  Place in a pretty little box or basket and watch them smile.  :-) 

These should be refrigerated, and used within one week.  Donôt think thereôll be a problem with that. 

 

 *Flavor options- pick one of these or think up your own combos: ¼ tsp. extract (almond, maple, cherry, 

rum, hazelnut, peppermint, etc), instant espresso powder dissolved in ½ tsp. water and added into the 

processor, cayenne pepper in very small amounts (with the coffee or with plain chocolate no other fla-

vor),  Iôd also like to try toasted, finely ground almonds or other nut mixed into the dough.   

Got the basic recipe for chevre truffles from the Cypress Grove Website:  http://www.cypressgrovechevre.com 

http://www.cypressgrovechevre.com
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MeadowWild Farm  

Alpine Dairy Goats  
ñHappy Goats Make the Best Milkò 

Registered Alpines 
Purebred Alpine Buck 

Interested in making Cheese? 
or Soap???  We may be able to 

help. 
Steve & Barb Adams 

Our farm is near Barnum, MN   
   Near I35 north  

 
email: barbaa55@hotmail.com   ñgoatsò in subject line 
218.389.6938  
Website:   
http://users.northlc.com/sadams/  
Blog:  
http://Meadowwild.blogspot.com/  
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2011 Mn State Fair  
 

Best Jr. Doe in Show  

We still have a couple of 
2011doe and buck kids for sale. 
As well as, finalizing breeding 
plans and taking reservations on 
2012 kids.  

 
Melissa & Tom Czeck  

320-290-3951  
czeckfarm@yahoo.com  

 

www.centuryfarmdairygoats .com  


